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 V  LL L eerie fight the bosses, 4
SYNDICALIST. WORKERS FEDERATION t L etc.»
INTERNATIONAL WQRKING MENS A.S'SOCIA_TION mo?-.»....e....,.-. ' o i d

. I \ 7 u'or/1» L 1.. W o we to  sex/tot";
. - ‘ »"' 1 7 ‘ I - - > HL  InECASHIEE MILL GIRLS are making e successful etend against ‘

the employers‘ attempt to lengthen their working week. In Ashton~
tunder—Lyne and Stelyhridge (Cheshire) the threat of direct action -.
has already forced the bosses‘ hands, and the nrder for longer d""
hours has been withdrawn, .d so i ~"* ”*

“Reporting this on January 5, the Manchester "Evening'Chron§otW
icle seidI~ ‘ ~“ 4 d *

'” ”Double—shift working on eutometic_locms in the Lenceshire
weeving industry is in denger of collapse, “'

It was only two months ego that the new agreement for the
extended working week Wes signed‘ . e 4, Lt Y" " s L do,

"WomenWin»severeldietricts‘heveLrevol§6fi.ageinst‘finishing d
at lO.5OLp,m, because of poor transport endLhsving to get up early t
the next morning to prepere the family breekfest,.d-t e L w"d

‘“eee position will be discussed_next week by=the weaving unions
end the Cotton.Spinnere end Manufacturers’ Association)"

- 1

The decision to introduce longer hours wee teken by emplo erse
- ii ‘ >'_ u. 5"’-"l _ - Y .and unionofficiels " without theworkers hevingzbeen consulted. I

¢-- ,.._ 7,, _

L First resistance ceme at the Wellington Mills, Ashton—under—
Lyne ~ Main unit of the “c,r;n." Group. elt was initiated by
S,W,F; CQMFDQQS, i ‘ H‘ '

When e notice Wes posted u‘ in the mills by the employers,
Gertside and Co. (of Menchesterfi Ltd,, the girls decided the time ,t
had come for notion, r1The<notice?'"to all employees at present L
efigfiged on double deg shift hours,? announced that hours, which o
had been 57$ a week, were to be increased to hetweenY§@% end 40 _
on eech shift; n "nee management," it added, "will readily answer
nny questions relating to this agreement end its implications as L
to wege Peyments, etc,” o t s s d d

. _ L \ ‘

Immedietely, s mess meeting of workers on the early shift was
‘ .
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celled, e - sneakers urged resistsnce to this ettcck on their
conditions * the employers.
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lh TEIS STUDY oi the wsges system we ere not eoncerned with some
imaginary system which does not, hes never, end is not likely to
exist. W _Nor;shsll"we discuss whet would be the effect of the
wages system 11 it were entirely diiierent, we grg QQntent,“
with the scientific method or observing whet exists snd,.from
careful observstion forming our observetions, rihis is eeonom~.
ics, not metephysics, ehd economies ought to be objective,f.d t
Primitive men seeing lightning end herring thunder imegined them
to be the slsns or en engry God._ Ehe grqwth Q1 ggienfiiiig _r
knowledge dispelled this view end enabled men to control this ,
force, its p , l u , = * , p

We do not seek to explain economic menitestetions by reierr~
ing to good or bed employers or good or bed governments,ld We
seek nothing less then the sholition of the wages system, for its
is the system which is wrong, Without e knowledge of sociel
economy we ere es the sevege racing neturel forees.e With know-
ledge oi the suhjeet we cen control our soeiel course, t f

3

,.-Whhr IS WAGES? We live inie eommodity society, where everything
,~»~+M-w»~W* is made ior sele.,i In other societies this was

}......"."

not the ease. Savages end barberiens gathered or grew food for
their;own use end not tor ssle; built houses to shelter theme r
selves end not to rent, iTru1y"medieevel society produced most-
things for eonsumption is the immediete locelity, end even
household, end seld only the surplus. it ' .

Cepitelist soeiety, however, produces everything for e
merhet;a The mill-owner initiates the menufecture of cloth not,
like those oi old, heesuse~he needs e eost, but-to sell the prod-
uce on the market, Everything in eepitelism is for sale. j
Books end seer, cerpets and cosmetics, horses end heberdeshery;
and not enly menureetured goods, but every humsn relationship is
effered for sale , , , politicisns_end patriots, love and friend—
ship, ert end science, and (remember "Mejrr Barbers") even the
svul‘s sslvsticn, d = ri_ ' L - d to r

Ehrust, et en unripe ege, into this world market, the work~
er, the proleterien, the men without property, finds he can live,
only by buying end selling, "set whet hes he to sell? Without'
patrimony, hevins no goods end lsfiking eceess to neturelrresour~
ces, he must sell the only thing left to him, his lebour power, ~
his ebility to work, He sells his time, portions of his”life,
That pert of his life which he hires te his employer is not his,
he hos sold that pert oi this life,... end the price of this
labour Gommedity ' celled weges. r V L, i

If we consid ; how the price oi : oommodity is errived st,<13!-4* ‘"7163
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Further, certeih sectioss of URSkill€@ lQbOUF combined’to limit ,
the supplv of labour to their job, as the dockers. So the i i
tendency Be economic development has been greatly to lessen_the I
100% gap between skilled and unskilled labour, I have known t ,
highly skilled craftsmen who threw up their @figiR@QIifi jobs at
1s,2sd, per hour, to take employment es dockers st 1s,, ;per;s egs“
hour., The devsloemeht of the wages sestem.hes elmost completee ,
lg destroyed the crsftsmeh myth} ,. t t- _ 'c

Let us here senerelise our views of the weges_sjstem_by%
declaring that ih e free market wages rise end £811 with supplg_
and demehd,i the worker meg, by strike ectioh,_ihcreese the one_
or lessen the other, but he cehhot change the gchersl tehdency, »
During trade depressions the emyloyihg clsss ellows the free '
lebour.merket to operste, hut during great lshour booms 4 es -
during the lost wsr r they seek to close the free market by the
use of such measures es Bevin7s Essehtisl Works Order. Thus,
while the worker may, ouce or eves twice ih his life, enjoy e '
boom period, the general tendency of the wsges system is to push»
him QOWH to subsistence level; thet to ollow him little more
than sufficient t0 fuel himself for *;= performance of his mast~
er‘s Work - end to roise more little vtge slaves to replace him
when he Wears out. c‘ . l e l e" t i ; ‘

C0-.‘..J.

5,':"‘~'.-3 9ow-

“ & THE WAGE SYSEEM ‘Esther that oppose the wages system,
- -'"~--""~"'"»""'"'"""?""‘j"""'"*."“"'*""'“'”'"‘"""' 1:18-ye

ions and additions which leave the system substehtiel1y‘intect;,

'73ha" ‘TI C.) .@lE

the wages system mocks reforms, Bet us consider e Iew examples;
of reforms which here hut stresgthesed it; Free_educetioh?has~
been on every Socislist reform list from Marx ehd_Ehgels“ t Q »
Communist HSfilf@fitO onwards. such free educetios as the State
supplies benefits the employers, not the workers. More geners1~e
elemehtery educetioh hes ihcressed the supply of apprentices ends
shop ossistohts, ~ Scholarship matriculation hos produced cheep
clerks and vacuum cleener salesmen, WOrkiHg*cl&SS access to
university degrees hes lowered the wages of thousands of tech-
hiciens;to that of geuerel lshour, es the ASSGCifitiOB of Sciene ,
tific Workers so often testifies;, = it o _ ' e *

~Pehsiohs ere smother good old Siflfidby of the reform merche s
ants, Some yeers ego the.grshtisg of 10s, per week pensions to.
Stete~ihsured mes OVGF 55 yeers of ege see roiled cs f greet step
to the millenrum} ,But_the worker~of 55 could hot live on lOs.,

5-"<."'

e W6QkQ# he hsd to cohtinue work, fishy employers quickly red+ t
uced the wages ot such men ”* 10s, yer weekt lt Wes useless to
try to disguise ohe“s*sge, : ' the State issued specisl_ihsurohce
cords to the 55‘s*ehd over, ,The 10s, E§h$i0fl'W€fit to their
employer, hot the workers l r . ,l s r he ,< to e

,,lt ses5the ssmecwith'wer pehsioss,t “in the ihter—wcr years
it was common to reed is Lstourcsxchshgelodvertisements of jobs
which ended “For @iS$b16@'@X"8€fViG€m€fi only" or "only mes with
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at and 1945, there has not been much peace J ‘;e wor 'SlH0@,
r socooo ‘war t end_wars’ — came toCF‘ -'5’ {D

H~bB th ld '
We are apt to forget that it ever aid ehi, because since than we
have
‘War;

= as are how very
smore-disastrous than any previous one; s'

In Eorl@'fiar II
of the Atlantic Pact

continufilly heard aha read of ‘War inlhalora,‘ ‘war in Indonesia}
in Palestine,‘ ‘War in lnao~China,‘ ‘War in Xoraa,‘\etc,r

near to another full-scale war; which will be

the Germans were the sromy, but how Politicians '
Council balieve it‘s O,K. to builc up German

militarism again ans, this time, to use German workers to fight with 5
their former ’cremiss‘ agaihst a new enemy ~ “Gommuhist"Diotgt@r—

. I > ___
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it Yes, things are really going ir iull gwifig igr wgr,' sgnergl
1-1’ - ~ ~ ‘ " ' ” ”sisenhower is sack in the sadole as b.is G,pof
Asga professional soldier, oi course, he icssn

_5'i c'*"=:;l'"

fights - Or, rather, Whom he tells to iight, _v
If workers woulfi stop aha think for themselves, instead of

lapping hp tho slimy proposoraa or the scheming politicians, crooked
trace union leaders and iauatical militarists, we could, perhaps,
make this sorlc a more ieceut rlace is which to live,
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" core whom he

1., _' ,_ ___ '._,.,.. ' _ ,____ ,_ 1 _ 's lifihls to lm§TlSOLmcHt under hstional
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~ to sot marries aha hats chilfiren, because they
re ir,— others lira in ireary, tumbledown,

i*~ Eothors of young children, who would be pleased to go to work
in order to earn extra housekeeping mosey, caurot so so because
there are not enough nursery schools. » at A

Esmsmbsr thsss are rot only sorsol couaitions it Bfitflfi, but
those or the working class oi the worlu. t J

_1 It is only the workers thcmselvcs.who can charge those things —
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shes you have giver him your rota, he will ho lorger worry about your
conaitiors or desires.l He will tell you WC$t'tO fie, thot‘s all. '

— lhe workers of the world should stop iightiug_each othcr, and
stoma together to fight the parasitic ruling class, ‘he must
repudiate conscription, military or irdustriol, ignore orti—strike
laws, osd so defeat tho boss class aha their rotten system, 1

i We will than show the kird oi world so can build ~ one of
healthy, happy, voluntary co+operators, working ior the advancement
of citilisatior — not for the comiort and well~being of the few.
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